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STEINS. 

NOT until the World's Fair in Chicago was the average American 
familiar with the artistic products of German craftsmen and factories. 
We all recall with pleasure the beautiful display of mugs, from the ordinary 
stoneware to the most beautiful creation of the fictile art. 

The German stein has become one of our most popular articles of orna- 
ment and decoration. Much of their popularity at present is due to the 
Dutch and Flemish dining rooms, now so largely used, in which are their 
proper surroundings for decorative effect. 

Art collectors have found an increasing pleasure in the various designs 
in these mugs, and there seems to be a feeling just at present that no one 
can have too many steins, providing they differ in design or in the legends 
on them. 

Originally a mug of common stoneware used by " mine host," because 
of its durability, to serve the foaming beer, it now engages the attention of 
the best artists and manufacturers of ceramics. 

On the south bank of the Saar river, a branch of the Moselle, sur- 
rounded by picturesque vine-covered hills, at a bend in the stream stands a 
mammoth monastery, once the home of numerous monks. The substan- 
tial walls of the large buildings surround open courts, continuous halls and 
corridors join one long building to another, and there is established a great 
factory, where many of the wonderful German steins are produced. Hun- 
dreds of busy hands are daily designing, molding, casting, pressing, turning 
and forming the tankards and steins which are in such demand the world 
over. 

Those that have on them some typical German verse or trite saying are 
prime favorites. Conspicuous among the jolly-looking mugs is one showing 
frolicsome old King Gambrinus enthroned on a beer keg with all the steins 
in the kingdom doing him homage. Their lids are uplifted much as cheer- 
ing men raise their hats, and a regular carnival is in progress. 

Another has for decoration a scene from Wilhelm Tell ; the father has 
the crossbow raised and is just in the act of pulling the trigger ; around is 
a large concourse of peasants, with the king and his retainers, to watch the 
test ; in the distance can be seen the Tyrolean Alps and the castle of the 
king etched on a ground of azure blue. The design is beautifully executed 
and the colors soft and subdued. 

On another mug is a burlesque of the German Arms with three black 
turnips, a goat, a monkey and a herring engraved on a blue ground. Her- 
rings and turnips are supposed to be good for those who have quaffed too 
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deeply. The monkey is the reminder of the antics the brain may play 
after a drinking bout and the goat is yet another symbol of a gamboling 
imagination. 

One of the cleverest designs has Wisdom and Folly arranged on either 
side of the king of the beer garden, each and all in typical costume from 
the fool's cap and bells to the ermine robe and crown of laurel. 

Another has a whole procession of lid-covered mugs petitioning the king 
to give good measure. The speaker carries a rule and is gauging the mug 
he carries and demonstrating that it is full only up to a certain mark. 

Other designs have female peasants in holiday dress with cap, bodice, 
kilted skirts' and clogs, while others have sprightly gnomes performing their 
ludicrous antics. 

There are pagan celebrations in honor of Bacchus on some, and on 
others troops of frolicsome peasants holding their drinking mugs high above 
their heads and dancing in great glee. 

The coloring on the better class of these mugs, particularly the ones 
from the celebrated factory at Mettlach, is very soft and pleasing; grays, soft 
blues, russet-browns and olive-greens being largely used, and the decora- 
tions are of such design and execution that they may well be sought after, 
either as works of art to grace some choice collection of ceramics or as 
pleasing bits of decoration. 






Steius — Courtesy of Burley & Co., Chicago. 



